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Welcome to OPN!  
 

Welcome to the inaugural edition of OPNews Print 

Supplement. This edition represents a much shorter 

compilation of our acclaimed OPNews, a robust 

online source of the most recent medical marijuana 

news both in Ohio and across the nation and the 

world.  

 

A growing body of research and patient experience 

is showing cannabis to have real therapeutic value, 

yet the war on this wondrous substance continues 

unabated. Patients are suffering for the lack of this 

medicine, but also from the fallout that can accom-

pany an arrest, prosecution, or even bodily detection 

with regard to it.  

 

That's why OPN is here. We provide networking, 

education, and support for patients who use cannabis 

therapeutically in the State of Ohio. We invite you to 

not only read this print edition, but also to learn 

more about OPN and therapeutic cannabis from 

OPNews and our Website. If you agree that cannabis 

should be a medical option for patients, then please 

join with us.  

 

Benjamin Disraeli said, "Change is constant. Change 

is inevitable." Please help us change the climate of 

Ohio. Join OPN and help us to bring this medicine to 

back to the people. 

OPN Board members  

President:  
Mary Jane Borden  

Vice President:  
Eleanor Ahrens  

Secretary:  

Brandy Zink  
Treasurer: (interim)  

Cher Neufer  
Director of Patient  

Advocacy:  

Deidre A. ñDee Deeò 
Zoretic  

Director of Public 
Health:  

Norman Jentner Ph.D  

OPN Store has every thing for you to 

show your support. Visit today. 

 

http://www.cafeshops.com/OPNStore 

OPN is made possible by the generous gift 

of time by volunteers. There are many ways 

to get involved with OPN. If you want to 

get involved, let us know where you would 

like to help or if you have a special skill you 

can share.  

 

To volunteer, please join OPN and come to 

a meeting held every Wednesday hosted by 

TeamSpeak. Please call our toll-free num-

ber (1-888-647-2843), or send us email 

info@ohiopatient.net  

Get  involved!  

Ohio Patient Network and Ohio Patient 

Action Network Annual Meetings 

What: Annual Meetings - election of 

officers  & other business 

When: Saturday, November 3, 2007  

Where: Westerville Public Library  

Room B 

126 South State Street 

Westerville, OH  43081 

Time: 2:00 pm to 5:00 pm 

 

If you have any questions, please e-mail 

Mary Jane Borden at  

mjborden@ohiopatient.net 

Intro by OPN President 

Mary Jane Borden 

Annual Meeting 

Get Involved 

On The Web 

In memory of Joe Zoretic 

What you can do 

Join OPN today! 

OPN/OPAN Updates 

Inside this issue:  

ON THE WEB 

For more in-depth articles, be sure to check out 

OPN News on our website.  

http://ohiopatient.net 
 
Join forums 
Become part of our e-mail list for group dis-
cussions and  much more! 



 OPN founding member, Jo-

seph Stephen Zoretic from 

Lakewood, OH, suffered an 

untimely death as a result of a 

heart attack on Monday, Au-

gust 27, 2007. A co-founder of 

OPN, Joe served as the Execu-

tive Director, President, and Vice President of the 

organization's OPAN lobbying arm. He was a mem-

ber of the Lakewood Democratic Club and volun-

teered for several local political campaigns.  

He also served as a trustee of Ohio Cannabis Society 

and as its Director of Education. Joe may well be bet-

ter remembered posthumously.  

 

As a first for medical marijuana, Congressman and 

Presidential Candidate Dennis Kucinich entered this 

into the Congressional Record on September 17, "I 

rise today to reflect on the life of a courageous and 

passionate man, Joseph Stephen Zoretic, who dedi-

cated his life to fighting for sensible drug policy and 

to free others from suffering." He went on to say, 

"Joe provided policy ideas and inspiration to the state 

marijuana legalization activist community, from 

speaking at mainstream political events to testifying 

for better drug policy. Even if it meant going to jail, 

Joe stood up for what he knew: that love and bravery 

can overcome injustice." 

 

 A similar tribute was accorded Joe by the Ohio 

House of Representatives, which passed a resolution 

in his honor. Joe is survived by his loving wife Dee 

Dee, son Stephen, and many caring friends and fam-

ily. We all miss him dearly.  

 

Help Protect Ohio's Patients 

 The Ohio Patient Network needs your help. We have 

accomplished so much in the past six years, but there 

is so much more to do. Our goal is to provide a voice 

to Ohio's medicinal cannabis pa-tients and hopefully, 

over time, create an environment where this vital 

medicine becomes an accepted and legitimate ther-

apy. To do this, we need your help.  

  

We need to build up a patient defense fund in order to 

offer some level of legal protection to members of 

Ohio Patient Network who are facing prosecution or 

arrest for their use of medicinal cannabis. Please con-

sider donating at least $5.00 to seed this fund.  

  

To donate to the Zoretic Patient Defense Fund simply 

indicate so with your donation.  Thank you for your 

contribution! 

Dear Friends,  

  

Your State Representatives and Senators need to hear from you. They need to 

know that you are outraged that Ohio is still prosecuting sick patients who use 

medical cannabis.  

   

It is time for our elected officials to listen to their constituents and enact sane 

legislation that puts an end to the prohibition of a substance that is more benign 

than aspirin, a medicine that offers healing and hope to so many who have se-

vere medical conditions that may have no other successful treatment.  

  

The Ohio Medical Marijuana Act would protect patients, their caregivers and 

doctors. The OMMA would permit the medical application of cannabis to pa-

tients with qualified medical conditions under a doctors supervision.  

  

Contact your representatives TODAY and urge them to support the Ohio Medi-

cal Marijuana Act. They are waiting to hear from you. Your voice is needed 

now more than ever. Please let's not let another sick patient be punished for 

choosing the medicine that benefits them.  

  

Find your Representative in the Ohio House at  

http://www.house.state.oh.us/jsps/Representatives.jsp  

Find your Ohio Senator at http://www.senate.state.oh.us/senators/  

  

Write to your officials care of their district office, or send your letter to their 

Columbus office at:  

The Honorable (name)  

Ohio House of Representatives  

77 South High Street  

Columbus, Ohio 43266-0603  

-or-  

The Honorable (name)  

Ohio Senate Building  

Columbus, Ohio 43215  

  

Telephone calls and emails are also persuasive, especially when the constituent 

contacts the district office.  

 

 

Brandy Zink, LMT 

Executive Director 

Ohio Patient Action Network 

bzink@ohiopatient.net 

What you can do 

Joe and Dee Dee 

Zoretic 


